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Job  xxii.    30. 

He  /hall  deliver  the  Ifland  of  the 
Innocent :  and  it  is  delivered  by 
the  Purenefs  of  thy  Hands. 

HE  Book  of  Job  is  intended   to 
prefent  us  with  a  mod  illuftrious 
Example  of  fincere  Piety  in  great 
Pfofperity,    and  eminent  Patience 
under  great  Adverfity.     The  Piety 
of  Job  was  fo  well  tried  that  God 
himfelf  pronounces  him  a  perfeff  and    Chap.  i.  8. 
an  upright  Man  \  and  his  Patience  be- 
ing largely  prov'd  by  a  furprizing  Variety  of 
uncommon  Calamities,    is   declared 
great  and  exemplary,  by  an  infpired     Jam.v.n. 
Apoftle.      The    great    and    fudden 
Change  which  betel  this  eminent  Perfon,  was 
no  doubt  matter  of  general  Obfervation,   and 
foon  reach'd  his  Friends  in  particular,  who  be-* 
ing  Perfons  of  Diitinftion  thought  themfelves 
bound  by  the  Laws  of  Religion  and  Civility 
forthwith  to  vifit  him :  The  firft  fight  they  had 
of  Job  ftrack  them  into  the  Pofture  of  Mourners, 
A  z  they 
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they  beheld  their  Friend  with  Grief  and  Sur- 
prize, and  like  Men  confounded  at  fo  miferable 
a  Spe&acle,  they  fat  them  down 
11,12,3  without  fpeaking,  and  fpent  feveral 
Days  in  filent  Condolance. 

The  firit  who  brake  the  Silence  was  Job, 
and  he  does  it,  as  well  he  might,  in  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  his  Spirit,  making  moil  paffionate  Com- 
plaints of  the  Miferies  of  humane  Life.  To 
this  Eliphaz,  one  of  his  Friends,  replies,  but  in 
a  manner  very  different  from  what  might  have 
been  expected  fifynj  a  Perfon  of  his  Religion, 
Wifdom,  and  Quality  >  all  his  Pity  ended  with 
his  Silence,  and  initead  of  that  foft  Anfwer 
which  Job's  Anguifli  feemed  to  require,  he 
fpeaks  as  one  incenfed  at  his  Complaint,  and 
ufes  a  fharp  unfcafonable  Rebuke,  inftead  of  a 
gentle  and  tender  Sympathy.  Eliphaz*  s  Opi- 
nion feems  to  be  this,  That  Job  could  never  be 
the  good  Man  he  had  appeared,  becaufe  of  the 
prodigious  Miiery  now  upon  him.  Sufpecting 
Job's  Character,  therefore  he  changes  his  own, 
and  feems  to  think  it  his  Bufinefs  to  reprove  a 
Criminal,  rather  than  to  comfort  a 
Chap.  iv.  pious Mourner:  Thou  haft  inftrutted 
'     ' '  many,    and  thou  haft  firengthned  the 

weak  Hands.  Thy  Words  have  upholden  him  that 
was  fallings  and  thou  haft  firengthned  the  feeble 
Knees :  But  new  it  is  come  upon  thee,  and  thou 
faintcfl  y  it  touchcih  thee,  and  thou  art  troubled. 
Is  not  this  thy  Fear,  thy  Confidence,  thy  Hope,  and 
the  Uprightness  of  thy  Ways  ?  Remember j  I  pray 
thee,  who  ever  perifioed  being  innocent?  or  "where 
were  the  Righteous  cut  off  ?  They  are  plainly 
Words  of  Accufotion  and  Reproach. 

And  now  begins  a  Difpute  between  Job 
and  his  Friends,  they  all  accufing  him  of  Hy- 

r  pocriiy, 


nocrify^  and  he  vindicating  his  own  Sincerity. 
The  Difpute  between  him  and  Eliphaz  begins 
Chap.  ivth,#is  renewed  in  the  xvth,    and  carried 
on  in  ibis,  and  concluded  on  the  part  of  the 
Opponent,    with   the   words    of    my    Text. 
Eliphaz,  far  from  yielding  to  righteous  Job,  (till 
maintains,  that  God  would  never  have  punifh'd 
him  in  fuch  a  fevere    manner,   if  he  had  not 
been  an  ill  Man  ^  and  (as  is   too  common  even 
with  good  Men)  in  the  progrefsof  the  Difpute, 
grew  more  fierce  in  his  Temper,    and  more 
warm  in  his  Expreffions  5  yet  being  willing  to 
clofe  the  Debate  with  fome  Moderation,  he  in- 
vites Job  to  Repentance,   and  fliews  him  the 
happy  Fruits  hereof:  Would  he  repent,  he  tells 
him,  he  fhould  be  freed  from  all  his  Calamities, 
enjoy  a  great  deal  of  Good  himfelf,  and  be  the 
Jnflrumcnt  of  much  Good  to  others  5  If  thou 
return  to  the  Almighty  ^    thou  Jhalt 
be  built  up-,    thou  Jhalt   put  away     v-  23*/ and 
Iniquity    far  front   thy  Tabernacle.      onwards. 
Thou  Jhalt  have  thy   Delight  in  the 
Almighty,    thou    Jhalt    lift   up  thy   Face   unto 
God  :    He  Jha\l  Jave  the  humble  Per/on  -y  *f  and 
"  to  finifh  all,   thy  Goodnefs  fhall  extend  to 
"  all  around  thee  j    thy  Repentance   fhall  be 
"  the   Advantage  of  others  j    many  fhall  reap 
M  the    Fruits  of    it.  "      He  Jhall  deliver  the 
IJland  of  the  Innocent ,  and  it  is  delivered  by  the 
Purenefs  of  thy  Hands, 

I  t  fhould  feem,  that  Eliphaz  intends  to  in- 
finuate  here,  that  Job  did  not  pray  with  that 
Purity  he  pretended,  becaufe  his  Prayers,  far 
from  availing  for  others,  at  a  difhnce,  did  not 
do  it  for  himfelf,  and  his  Children  \  but  though 
he  were  miflakcn  in  the  Application,  his  Do- 
drine  was  doubtlels  good,  viz.  that  theSafetv 
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of  many  is  often  owing  to  the  Prayers  of  a  few; 
nay  that  one  good  Man  ftanding  in  the  Breach, 
may  effectually  plead  with  God  for. many  wick- 
ed 5  if  this  be  the  Senfe  of  the  Words,  they 
will  not  be  improper  to  the  Occafion  now  be- 
fore us:  Thus  improv'd  the  Text  will  afford 
both  Direction  and  Comfort  to  the  Friends  of 
God,  and  the  Lovers  of  Prayer  3  and  how  few 
foever  affociate  to  reform,  and  fave  a  Nation, 
and  how  many  foever  the  Difficulties  they  meet 
with  may  be,  yet  their  Hearts  being  right  with 
God,  and  their  Supplications  and  Interceflions 
lincere,  fervent  and  continual,  God  himfelf 
will  be  pleas'd  with  their  Addrefs,  and  the  whole 
Ifland  fhall  happily  fee  and  feel  the  vaft  Advan- 
tage of  a  few  good  People's  Intereft  in  Heaven. 

That  fomething  near  to  this  is  the  Senfe 
of  the  Text,  may  perhaps  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing Explication  of  it. 

I  f  we  take  the  Words  as  they  ftand  in  our 
Bibles,  Eliphaz  muft  be  underftood  thus.  "  He 
u  whofe  Prerogative  it  is  to  fave  3  God,  who  al- 
u  ways  can  do  it,  who  is  much  inclined  to  Mercy, 
u  and  who  has  great  Refpect  to  good  Men, 
"  and  even  delights  in  the  Prayers  of  his  Peo- 
u  pie  y  will,  at  thy  Requelt,  deliver  the  Ifland^ 
u  or,  the  whole  Country  round  about  thee  : 
The  word  ljlc  or  Ifland,  not  being  taken  ftrift- 
ly  for  fuch  Lands  as  were  fcparated  from  Canaan 
by  the  Sea,  but  for  fuch  as  were  upon  the  fame 
Continent :  And//,  (i.e.)  the  Ifland,  or  Country ', 
is,  or  fljall,  or,  will  be,  delivered  by  thePurenefs 
of  thy  Hands. 

But  the  Words  maybe  differently  rendred. 
The  marginal  reading  is,  The  Innocent  fhall  de- 
liver the  Ifland  :  And  to  this  fome  the  rather 
incline,  becaufe  an  innocent  Nation  have  no 

fuch 
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fuch  need  of  Advocates,  and  the  Interceflion  of 
others  for  their  Deliverance  :  Were  a  Country 
generally  innocent,  (i.  e)  prevailingly  virtuous 
and  good,  this  would  be  their  great  Protection  ; 
God  would  not  enter  into  Judgment  with  fuch 
a  Society,  fevere  Difpleafure  would  not  be  fhcwn 
to  fuch  a  People,  nor  any  Wrath  drawn  down 
from  Heaven  upon  them,  fuch  as  to  call 
for  the  loud  Interceflion  of  others  in  their 
Favour.  But  here,  one  is  ready  to  fay, 
Where  is  this  happy  People  to  be  found  ? 
Where  is  that  Fortunate  IJlandj  which 
can  in  any  proper  Senfe  be  calPd  the  IJland  of 
the  Innocent  ?  Our  own,  I  fear,  is  far  from  de- 
fending this  Charafter.  Our  Mercies  indeed 
are  many,  and  our  Advantages  above  other  Na- 
tions not  a  few  j  our  Situation  and  Climate, 
our  Soil  and  Air,  our  Fruits  and  Manufactures, 
the  Number  and  Temper  of  our  Inhabitants, 
and  the  va(t  Extent  (at  leaft  till  very  lately)  of 
our  Credit,  Wealth,  and  Power  $  above  all,  our 
Religion  and  Liberty  have  highly  exalted  our 
Nation,  and  made  it  the  Joy  and  the  Praife  of  'the 
whole  Earth.  But  alas  !  our  Sins  alfo  are  but 
toovifible  -,  our  Abufe  of  Mercy  very  great,  and 
our  Difobedience  and  Perverfenefs  very  provok- 
ing. Our  Iniquities  are  indeed  more  and  great- 
er than  any  thing,  and  every  thing  elfe,  ex- 
cept it  be  the  Patience,  and  Mercies  of  our 
gracious  God  -,  the  Sun,  whofe  Beams  vifit  and 
revive  us,  beholds  our  aftonifhing  Guilt,  and  is 
a  Witnefs  that  ours  are  not  Deeds  of  Midnight 
Darknefs  only,  but  Sins  in  open  Light  $  the 
Earth  groans,  being  burdened  with  Loads  of 
Guilt,  heavier  far  than  its  numerous  Inhabitants  j 
the  Air  in  which  we  breathe  is  infeCted  with 
Oaths  and  Blafphemies,   with  filthy  Converfa- 

tion, 
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tion,  and  polluted  Breath,  fo  that  one  is  ready 
to  wonder  God  does  not  mingle  peftilentinl  In- 
fe&ion  with  it,  and  fhoot  the  Arrows  of  his 
fierceft  Wrath  amongft  us>  furely  there  are  fome 
innocent  Perfons  who  deliver  the  Iiland,  fome 
pious,  praying,  Heaven-born  Souls  who  preferve 
it ;  happy  is  it  for  us,  that  thefe  do  not  wholly 
fail  and  ceafe  amongft  us  y  God  increafe  their 
Number,  and  Crown  their  Zeal  and  Charity 
with  great  Succefs ! 

But  becaufe  the  word  here  rendred 
JJland^  is  fometimes  ufed  for  not  in  Scrip- 
ture, fome  have  thought  the  mod  probable 
Senfe  of  the  Text  to  be  this  :  He  Jhall  deliver 
him  that  is  not  Innocent ',  (i.  e.)  the  good  Man 
thall  deliver  the  guilty,  or  God  at  theRequeft 
of  a  good  Man  will  deliver  him  that  is  not 
good;  and//,  or  he^  (i.e.)  the  guilty  Perfon /V, 
or  Jhall  be  delivered  by  the  Purenefs  of  Hands. 
Which  laffcExpreffion,  Purenefs  of  Hands^  may 
be  taken  either  for  Freedom  from  Corruption  and 
Bribery,  like  that  of  the  Prophet  ;  Hethatdefpi- 
feth  the  Gain  of  Oppreffionjhat  Jloaketh 
Ififc  xxxixi,  his  Hands  from  holding  of  Bribes  :  or 
3i*-  elfe  for  devout  Prayer,  like  that  of 

i  Tim.  ii.  8.  the  Apoftle  y  I  will  that  Men  pray 
every  wbsre,  lifting  up  holy  Hands  -y 
or  more  largely  ftill  for  true  and  fincere  Piety  : 
fo  the  Man  who  is  free  from  Hypocrify,  and  of 
holy  unblameable  Converfation,  is  defcribM  by 
the  Pfalmift,  as  one  who  has  clean 
FfaL  xxiv.  4.     Hands  and  a  pure  Heart. 

Which  of  thefe  ways  foever  the  words 
are  explain'd,  they  plainly  put  an  Honour  upon 
Piety  and  Prayer,  and  ferveto  fhewus,  that  ho- 
Iv  Men  are  a  pubHck  Good,  and  a  very  great 
BleiHng  to  humane  Society,  and  that  even  a 
fgw  liich  Perfons  are  a  Nation's  beft,  and  great- 
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eft  Treafure  ;  and  this  ieads  me  to  the  follow* 
ing  Do&rine. 

DoSt.  That  the  Piety  and  Virtue  of  a  few 
righteous  Perfons,  may  be  a  great  means  of  pre- 
ferring and  delivering  a  finful  and  threat- 
ned  Nation.  \ 

Meth.  The  Method  I  {hall  obferve  in  fpeak* 
ing  to  this  Do£trine    is  this : 

i .  I  will  enquire,  What  that  Piety  and  Virtue 
is,  which  will  probably  preferve,  and  deliver  a 
finful  and   threatned  Nation  ? 

2.  How  this  appears  a  proper  means  of  fo 
great  and   good  an  End  ? 

3 .  What  is  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  fuch  a 
Subje£t,  at  this  time? 

i .  What  is  that  Piety  and  Virtue,  which 
will  probably  preferve)  and  deliver  a  finful  and 
threatned  Nation  ? 

I  n  Anfwer  to  this  Enquiry,  I  think  it  pro- 
per to  obferve,  that  by  Piety  I  underftand  the 
Duties,  which  more  dire&ly  and  immediately 
refer  to  God  -y  and  by  Virtue  thofe  which  re- 
fpeft  our  felves,  and  our  fellow  Creatures  5  the 
difference  between  thefetwo  lies  in  the  Obje£t; 
and  tho'  I  think  we  may  allowably  diftinguifh, 
I  readily  own,  we  may  not  by  any  means  fepa- 
rate  them  one  from  the  other  :  Piety  and  Vir- 
tue, or  in  the  Language  of  Infpiration,  Godli* 
nefs  and  Honefiy\  a  Confcience  void  of  Offence  to- 
wards God  and  Man  ,  are  but  Parts  of  the  fame 
Religion,  which  is  taught  us  in  the  facred 
Scriptures,  and  exemplified  in  the  Life  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ:  The 
Word  of  God  is  the  Rule  both  of  perfonal 
and  focial  Virtue,  as  well  as  of  true  and  ge- 
nuine Piety  •,  both  likewife  muft  have  Refped: 
to  the  Mediator,  if  good  and  acceptable  in  the 
B  fight 
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fight  of  G  o  d  ^  and  refult  from  the  Operation 
of  the  holy  and  blefled  Spirit  upon  our  Souls  : 
This  only  exalts  Heathen  Morality  into  Chriftian 
Virtue,  and  makes  that  Sobriety  and  Purity  we 
owe  to  our  felves,  and  that  Honefty,  Modera- 
tion and  Charity,  which  is  due  to  others,  really 
to  deferve  the  Name  of  Goodnefs  :  Then  only 
fhall  we  Cleanfe  our  [elves  from  all  Filthinefs^ 
both  of  Flejh  and  Spirit  ^  be  found  in  Peace^  with- 
out  Spot^  and  Blamelefs  y  then  fhall  we  love  our 
Neighbour  as  ourfelves^  provide  things  honefi  in 
the  fight  of  all  Men,  be  chafte  and  temperate, 
juft  and  righteous,  charitable  and  ufeful,  not 
overcome  with  Evily  but  able  to  overcome  Evil 
with  Good  -y  when  the  Fear  and  Love  of  God 
rules  in  our  Hearts,  as  a  governing  Principle  j 
and  when  we  are  jufiified^  waflfd  and  fanElified 
in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  Gov.  Nothing  is  more  certain,  than 
that  all  Vice  is  contrary  to  the  Principles  of  uni- 
verfal  Reafon,  and  Virtue  only  confonant  and  a- 
greeable  hereunto  y  and  I  think  it  equally  certain 
that  then  only  is  Reafon  an  effe&uai  Motive  to 
the  one,  and  a  certain  Reftraint  from  the  other, 
when  it  is  aflifted  by  the  Word,  and  fanftified 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  :  Without  this,  Men 
arc  good  as  it  were  by  accident,  and  at  belt  but 
in  part  only  y  and  if  fome  be  lefs  vicious,  and  o- 
thers  more  honeft  and  ufeful,  it  is  but  as  their 
prefent  Intereft,  Inclination,  or  Opportunities 
lead  them  y  he  only  is  really  and  thoroughly 
virtuous,  whofe  Heart  is  pure,  and  whofe 
Hands  are  clean,  and  in  whom  the  Love  of  Sin 
is  in  fome  goodMeature  conquered,  as  well  as  the 
Pra&ice  of  it  reftrain'd  by  the  Word  and  Spi- 
rit of  God y  when  we  are  told  exprefly,  that 
without  Faith  it  is  impofjible  to  fleafe  God  > 

we 
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we  may  be  very  fure,  that  however  Men  may 
boaft  of  their  Honefty  and  Honour,  and  how 
high  foever  their  Pretences  to  them  may  run  -, 
yet  if  they  leave  out  this,  it  cannot  be  calPd 
Chriftian  Virtue  $  nor  will  it  be  always  fteddy 
and  inflexible,  Intereft  and  Temptation  will  make 
it-  warp,  and  yield,  and  the  Superftru£ture  rais'd 
upon  this,  will  be  ever  unfafe,  becaufethe  Foun- 
dation on  which  it  relies  is 'weak  and  trea- 
cherous. 

Thus  much  I  thought  proper  to  fay  in  the 
general,  concerning  the  Piety  and  Virtue,  which 
may  probably  preferve  and  deliver  a  finful  and 
threatned  Nation  -y  it  may  be  farther  illuftrated, 
by  being  fet  in  oppofition  to  that  Impiety  and 
Vice,   which  threatens  a  general  Ruin. 

And  here  we  muft  begin  with  Atheifm  and  In- 
fidelity. When  Men  arrive  at  fo  great  a  degree  of 
Stupidity,  as  to  fay  there  is  no  God,  or  belie- 
ving his  Exiftence  (which  indeed  it  is  hardly 
pofhble  wholly  to  deny)  they  will  yet  prophane 
his  Sabbaths,  and  pollute  his  Sanftuaryj  when 
People  become  fo  bold  and  daring,  as  to  infult 
thole  Doftrines  which  are  according  to  God- 
linefs,  and  deride  fuch  as  profefs,  aflert  and 
vindicate  them  ;  when  they  are  fo  impious  and 
hardned,  as  to  blafpheme  that  great  and  dread- 
ful Name  the  Lord  our  God  5  and  not' only 
not  worfhip  and  glorifie  the  God  of  their 
Lives,  in  whofe  Hands  their  Breath  is,  but 
contemn  his  Authority,  and  violate  his  Laws, 
and  without  Fear  or  Shame,  fet  their  Faces  a^ 
gainft  Heaven,  provoking  and  defying  Almigh- 
ty Power,  and  Sin-avenging  Wrath  y  when 
divine  Precepts  ftrikeno  Awe  upon  Men's  Spi- 
rits5  and  the  mod  tremendous  Threatnings  of 
B  2  God's 
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God's  Word  aflfeft  them  not  ,  when  the 
Foundations  of  Piety  are  deflroy'd,  and  every 
facred  Fence  which  Religion  fets  about  the 
Throne  of  God5  is  thrown  down  and  tram- 
pled under  the  Feet  of  Men  ,  what  is  likely  to 
Follow  but  cbmmon  Calamity,  and  general  Ruin? 
Efpecially  when  hereupon  all  Iniquity  abounds, 
and  every  Vice  of  depraved  Nature  is  gratify'd, 
and  abandon'd  Sinners  govern  themfelves  by  no- 
thing but  fenfual  Lufts  and  brutifh  Paflions  ? 
when  prophane  Curling  and  Swearing  is  heard 
almoft  in  every  Place,  and  Men  are  fo  very  wick- 
ed as  to  damn  themfelves  and  one  another  in 
Jeft  and  Sport  y  when  Gluttony  andDrunkennefs, 
Debauchery  and  Lewdnefs,  Scnfuality,  and  e- 
very  kind  of  Excefs  becomes  general,  in  fpite 
of  the  Laws  both  of  God  and  Man  ,  when 
the  Voice  of  Reafon  and  Religion  is  disregard- 
ed, and  Confcience  and  Conviction  is  reftrain'd 
and  ftifled  -y  when  Sin  is  made  bold  by  its  Num- 
bers, the  Reins  thrown  upon  the  Neck  of 
Luft,  and  Vice  rowls  on  like  a  fwelling  Tor- 
rent, whofe  proud  Waves  are  not  to  beitemm'd 
and  refitted,  and  the  generality  aft  as  if  there 
were  no  difference  between  Good  and  Evil, 
between  him  that  fearetb  God,  and  him  that 
feareth  him  not  9  what  is  there  in  fuch  a  mifera- 
ble  State  of  Things  that  we  may  not  fear  ?  What 
fmart  Strokes  of  Affliftion,  heavy  Wrath,  and 
fevere  Judgments  of  God,  may  we  fuppofe 
likely  to  follow  fuch  daring  and  triumphant 
Wickednefs  as  this  ?  Finally,  when  the  Bands 
of  Society  are  broken  by  Pride  and  Covetouf- 
nefs,  Perjury  and  Falfehood,  Oppreflion  and 
Cruelty  $  when  Men  are  falfe  to  one  another, 
as  they  are  difobedient  to  G  o  d,  and  the  Vices 
which  naturally  tend  to  diflblve  Society,  are 
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pra£fcis'd  by  all  the  Ranks  of  thofe  that  con- 
stitute it  y  when  the  Rich  indulge  to  Excefs, 
and  the  Poor  toldlenefs  and  Sloth  3  when  Peo- 
ple are  felfifh  and  narrow  fpirited,  feeking  gree- 
dily whatever  they  can  get,  and  looking  upon 
all  about  them  with  an  evil  Eye  •>  when  they 
are  clamorous  and  difcontented,  and  by  one 
another's  Murmurs  and  Complaints,  prepar'd  to 
take  Vengeance  even  of  any  thing,  except  of 
themfelves,  and  their  Sins  >  thefearethe  things 
which  defile  a  Nation,  expofe  it  to  the  Wrath 
of  God,  and  threaten  it  with  fearful  Judgments 
and  fpeedy  Ruin. 

The  Piety  and  Virtue  which  alone  can  re- 
medy this  Evil,  will  now  appear  to  be  this  : 

1.  A  true  and  becoming  Fear  of  God. 

A  due  Veneration  for  his  Majefty  and  Autho- 
rity, his  Attributes  and  Laws,  his  Truths  and 
Ways  and  People  ,  a  fincere  Defire  of  his  Fa- 
vour, and  a  Dread  of  his  Dilpleafure  and  Wrath  y 
fincere  and  continual  Prayer  to  God,  and  a  de- 
vout and  regular  Attendance  upon  all  the  Parts 
of  his  inftituted  Worfhip  y  a  Concern  to  ob- 
tain from  him  the  feveral  Bleffings  of  Life,  and 
Religion  thro'  the  powerful  Intereft  of  the 
great  Mediator,  and  that  he  may  be  appeas'd 
and  pacify'd  by  the  Blood  and  Merit  of  his 
blefled  Son,  andprevail'd  upon  to  hear  our  hum- 
ble Prayer,  not  to  cafi  us  away  from  his  Prcfencc^ 
nor  to  turn  away  his  holy  Spirit  from  Us  :  When 
Men  of  Power  and  Intereft  fet  themfelves,  and 
ftir  up  others,  to  invoc^te  the  God  of  Heaven, 
and  fhew  Concern  for  the  Recovery  of  his  Fear 
and  Honour  in  the  Nation  ,  bear  their  Teftimo- 
ny  againft  all  Impiety,  and  fhew  a  becoming 
Zeal  for  all  that,  by  which  God  makes  him- 
fejf  known,  this  is  that  BleJJing  of  the  Upright 
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by  which  the  City  is  preferved  •>   and  which  the 
p       .        wife  Man  oppofes  to  the  Mouth  of 
XI    *     '      the  Wicked  by  which  it  is  overthrown. 
Add  to  this, 

2.  T  h  e  Exercife  of  perfonal  Virtue. 
Sobriety,    for  inftance,    and  Purity  of 

Heart  and  Life,  or  the  Subjection  of  our  Ap- 
petites and  Paflions,tothe  Conduft  and  Dire£H- 
on  of  Reafon  and  Religion  ;  Temperance  and 
Chaftity,  Meeknefs  and  Modefty,  Patience, 
Contentment  and  Command  of  Temper,  inOp- 
pofition  to  the  Impiety  of  the  Swearer,,  the 
Debauchery  of  the  Drunkard,  the  Filthinefs  of 
the  Unclean,  the  Paflion  of  the  Wrathful,  the 
Perjury  of  the  Falfe  and  Treacherous,  and  the 
great  Uneafinefs  of  the  Fretful,  the  Envious  and 
the  Difcontented  :  Thus  the  Apoftle  in  his  Ad- 
vices to  the  Chriftians  at  Philippic  exhorts  them 
to  imitate  every  commendable  Thing  they  ob- 
p.  .j.  .  ferved  even  in  their  Heathen  Neigh- 
s' "  boufs,  Whatfoever  "Things  are  true, 
whatsoever  Things  are  honeft,  what- 
foever Things  are  jufl,  whatfoever  Things  are 
pure,  whatsoever  Things  are  lovely,  whatfoever 
Things  are  of  good  Report  y  or,  if  there  be  any 
thing  elfe  juftly  to  beefteem'd  virtuous,  or  de- 
fending Praife,  think  on  thefe  Things,  and  he 
adds  afterwards,  the  God  of  Peace  fhall  be  with 
you. 

3.  The  Practice  of  all  focial  Virtue. 
Such   as  Juftice  and  Righteoufnefs,  Faith 

and  Truth,  Charity  and  Mercy,  Peace  and 
Concord,*  Submiffion  and  Obedience  to  our  Su- 
periors, and  Courtefy,  Affability  and  Love 
to  our  Inferiors  and  Equals  y  thefe  and  fuch  like 
Virtues  ftrengthen  the  Bands  of  Society,  unite 
the  Members  of  it  in  one  common  Intereft,  re- 
pair 
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pair  the  difordered  Foundations,  will  ftrengthen 
all  the  Parts,  and  give  Order,  Beauty  and  Life 
to  the  whole. 

And  this  brings  me  to  enquire, 

2.  Ho  w  it  appears  that  Piety  and  Virtue  is  a 
proper  Means  to  this  good  End,  the  preferving 
and  delivering  a  finful  and  threatned  Nation? 

A  nd  to  this  I  anfwer,  It  is  a  natural,  and  it 
is  an  inftituted  Means. 

i.  It  is  a  natural  Means. 

Righteoufmfs  exalteth  a  Nation^  but  Pw.  xiv^ 
Sin  is  a  Reproach  to  any  People.  The  34- 
one  naturally  advances  it  to  Honour, 
the  other  unavoidably  brings  it  to  Contempt* 
Piety  and  Virtue  feem  to  have  the  fame  Influ- 
ence upon  thd  Political  Body,  that  Temperance 
and  Exercife  have  upon  the  Natural  One*  they 
preferve  it  from  Diftemper,  and  increafe  its 
Strength.  •  This  not  only  appears  in  Fa£t,  but 
may,  I  think,  be  accounted  for  by  the  plain 
Reafon  of  Things :  True  Piety  makes  Men  jufi 
and  generous,  fober  and  temperate,  grave  and 
good  $  and  Chriftian  Virtue  emboldens  the 
Mind,  and  elevates  the  Soul  above  Things  bafe 
and  vile,  falfe  and  treacherous,  unjuft  and  cruel. 
He  who  fets  the  Lord  always  before  him,  will 
walk  uprightly^  and  work  Right  eoufnefs^  and  [peak 
the  Truth  in  his  Heart  •,  he  will  do  no  Evil  to  his 
Neighbour^  in  his  Perfon,  Reputation  orEftate^ 
he  will  be  a  Man  of  Probity  anc^  Truth  3  you 
may  rely  on  his  Word,  and  be  fecure  of  his 
Faith  5  and  fhould  he  /wear  to  his  own  Hurty 
he  will  not  chawe.  He  is  not  to  be  threatned 
out  of  his  Virtue,  nor  bribed  into  the  Pra£tice 
of  Vice  y  he  has  nothing  to  hope,  or  fear,  fo 
much  as  the  Favour,  or  Anger  of  God;  and 
has  no  Pleafure  fo  great  as  the  Friendfhip  of 
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Heaven,  and  the  Peace  of  his  Confcience^  nor 
any  Pain  Co  bitter,  as  inward  Anguifh,  and  God's 
Difpleafure.  It  is  therefore  eafy  to  apprehend, 
that  did  fuch  Perfons  conltitute,  and  fuch  Prin- 
ciples  as  thefe  adorn  Society,  it  muft  needs  be 
profperous  and  happy.  Who  fees  not  the  evi- 
dent Connection  between  the  Love  of  God, 
and  that  of  our  Neighbour  \  true  Piety,  and 
the  Good  of  Mankind  -,  the  Pra6fcice  of  Reli- 
gion, and  the  Love  of  Liberty  -y  the  Service 
of  G  o  d,  and  that  of  our  Generation  ?  Let  Men 
be  chalte  and  temperate,  and  they  will  be  brave 
and  honed :  Make  them  induftrious  and  frugal, 
and  you  make  them  rich  and  thriving  *  and  as 
they  grow  into  the  Love  of  Liberty,  Modera- 
tion and  Charity,  they  will  be  good  Subjedts, 
quiet  Neighbours,  and  fincere  and  hearty 
Friends.  Whereas  Impiety  and  Vice  is  the 
Bane  of  all  that  is  good,  and  the  Source  of  all 
that  is  evil :  i\n  ill  Man  is  bafe  and  treacherous, 
timorous  and  ungrateful,  oppreflive  and  cruel  -, 
being  falfe  to  God  and  himfelf,  he  is  fo  to  his 
Neighbour,  and  therefore  incapable  of  Love 
and  Friendfhip,  becaufe  vicious  and  debauched. 
Luft  is  fuch  an  unruly,  impetuous  Thing,  that 
nothing  juft,  or  dear,  or  facred  will  reftrain  it : 
You  can  have  no  Dependance  on  a  Man  who 
a£ts  upon  fuch  Principles,  only  as  he  is  afraid  or 
afhamed  to  own  *,  the  very  Actions  which  load 
him  with  Guilt,  put  him  upon  others  worfe 
and  more  vile*  in  order  to  conceal  his  Shame, 
or  efcape  Punifhment : .  And  if  this  vicious  Tem- 
per becomes  popular  and  unreftrained,  enters 
into  the  feveral  Branches  of  Society,  and  makes 
the  Infeftion  general,  it  will  blaft  like  Light- 
ning, and  confume  like  a  Peftilence  $  every 
good  Thing  will  wither  and  die  away,  and  all 
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that  is  Evil  grow  up  in  its  ftead:  Increafing 
Guilt  always  makes  way  for  abounding  Mife- 
ry,  and  there  is  as  natural  a  Connexion  between 
thofe  two,  as  between  the  Darknefs,  and  the 
Damps  of  Night.  Impiety  naturally  tends  to 
Inhumanity ->  a  Contempt  of  God5  to  a  Care- 
leflhefs  of  our  felves  and  others  5  and  a  Defiance 
of  the  divine  Laws,  to  that  of  the  beft  and 
wifeft  Laws  of  Men  5  profane  Swearing  tends  to 
Perjury  •>  Drunkennefs  and  Uncleannefs,  to  Idle- 
nefs,  Want  and  Beggary  •,  Pride  and  Covetouf" 
nefs,  leads  Men  to  Gaming,  and  other  unjuft 
and  difhoneft  Gain*  and  Luxury  and  Excefs, 
expofes  them  to  the  Temptation  of  Bribery, 
and  taking  a  Reward  even  againfi  the  Innocent. 
Whence  come  Wars,  and  other  publick  Cala- 
mities, but  from  the  Lufts  of  Men?  Thefe 
break  the  Bands  of  Society,  weaken  and  ener- 
vate every  Sinew  of  Government,  raife  unna- 
tural Contention,  and  invite  foreign  Invafi- 
on  ->  and  in  cafe  of  either,  a  vicious  debauched 
People,  what  with  the  Avarice  of  fome,  the 
broken  and  defperate  Fortunes  of  others,  the 
Difcontent  and  Revenge  of  many,  and  the 
Careleflhefs,  Indolence,  and  Stupidity  of  more, 
is  deprived  both  of  Counfel  and  Strength,  and 
either  too  weak  to  attempt  their  own  Salvati- 
on, or  too  effeminate  and  cowardly  to  effect  it. 
That  Nations  have  thriven  in  Wealth,  encreaf- 
ed  in  Power,  and  flourished  in  Reputation  and 
Fame,  fo  long  as  they  have  continued  virtuous  j 
and  declined  in  every  thing  great  and  good, 
comfortable,  and  valuable,  as  they  have  fallen 
into  Debauchery  and  Vice,  can  appear  from  no 
Inftance  more  remarkable,  than  that  of  Rome : 
Juftice  and  Generoflty,  Temperance,  Frugality, 
and  other  Virtues,   had  exalted  that  Common- 
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wealth  to  the  Empire  of  the  World  ,  but  when 
it  became  infe&ed  with  the  Lewdness  and  Lux- 
ury of  Greece^  the  Genius  of  that  brave  People 
was  debafed  •,  the  Love  of  Pleafure  diflblved 
their  Spirits,  and  confumed  their  Strength  ; 
Civil  Wars  diftra£ted  them  at  home,  and  their 
Power  hereupon  declined  abroad,  till  at  length 
they  were  overthrown  by  the  more  virtuous, 
tho'  barbarous  Nations  of  the  North. 

2.  It  is  an  inftituted  Means. 

This  appears  from  the  frequent  Promifes  in 
Sacred  Scripture,  of  National  Bleflings  to  Pie- 
ty and  Virtue  j  and  National  Judgments  to  Im- 
piety and  Vice:  So  Levit.  xxvi.  3.  and  follow- 
ing Verfes  y  If  ye  walk  in  my  Statutes^  and  keep 
my  Commandments^  and  do  themy  then  I  'will 
give  you  Rain  in  due  Seafon,  and  the  Land  fh all 
yield  her  Increafe  y  and  ye  /hall  eat  your  Bread  to 
the  full,  and  dwell  in  your  Land  fafely  y  and  I 
will  give  Peace  in  the  Land,  and  ye  Jhall  lie 
down,  and  none  Jhall  make  you  afraid y  and  I 
will  rid  evil  Beafis  out  of  the  Landy  neither  jhall 
the  Sword  go  through  the  Land  y  and  ye  Jhall 
chafe  your  Enemies,  and  they  Jhall  fall  before  you 
by  the  Sword  ^  and  I  will  have  Refpett  unto  youy 
and  eftablijh  my  Covenant  with  you,  and  fet  my 
tabernacle  among fi  you  y  and  I  will  walk  among 
you,  and  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  Jhall  be  my 
People.  Here  you  have  a  fair  Catalogue  of  the 
Blcffings  promifed  to  lfrael,  as  the  Reward  of 
their  Duty  and  Obedience  to  God,  and  his 
Laws*  viz.  Plenty  of  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  $ 
Peace  at  home,  and  Vidtory  in  Wars  abroad  5 
an  Increafe  of  People  y  Prefervation  from  Things 
hurtful ;  the  Favour  of  God,  and  the  Tokens 
of  his  Prefence,  and  the  Grace  of  his  Cove- 
nant, as  the  Sweetnefs  and  Security  of  all  their 
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Happinefs :   But  in  cafe  of  wilful  and  obftinate 
Sin  they  are  very  (everely  threatned,  and  a  ve- 
ry black  Catalogue  of  National  Judgments  is 
fet  before  them,  as  the  certain  Confequence  of 
it  y  God  himfelf  (they  are  told)  would  be  againft 
themj   the  whole  Creation  would  make  War 
upon  them  >   Difeafes  would  confume  their  In- 
habitants, and  Famine  their  Land  5   the  Sword 
of  the  Enemy  would  deftroy  many,   and  drive 
the  reft  into  fenced  Cities,  and  there  the  Pefti- 
lence    would   feize  fuch   as  had   efcaped    the 
Sword  5  or  if  any  efcaped  both,  then  Captivi- 
ty would  be  their  Lot,  and  Difperfion  among 
the  Heathen:  f.  14.  If  ye  will  not  hearken  unto 
me,  and  do  all  thefe  Commandments,   if  ye  Jhall 
defpife  my  Statutes,  and  your  Soul  abhor  my  Judg- 
ment s,    I  alfo  will  do  this  unto  you,  I  will  ap- 
point over  you  "Terror,  Confumption,  and  the  burn- 
ing Ague  •)  ye  Jhall  fow  your  Seed  in  vain,  for  % 
your  Enemies  jhall  eat  it;  ye  fhall  be  flain  before 
your  Enemies ;  they  that  hate  you  /ball  reign  over 
you ,  and  ye  Jhall  flee  when  none  purfueth  you : 
And  if  ye  will  not  for  all  this  hearken  unto  me, 
then  I  will  punifh  you  feven  times  more  for  your 
Sins;  and  I  will  break  the  Pride  of  your  Power  \ 
and  I  will  make  your  Heaven  as  Iron,  and  your 
Earth  as  Brafs,  and  your  Strength  fhall  be /pent 
in  vain ,   for  your  Land  fhall  not  yield  her  In- 
crea/e :  And  I  will  bring  a  Sword  upon  you,  that 
/hall  avenge  the  Quarrel  of  my  Covenant;   and 
when  ye  are  gathered  together  within  your  Cities, 
I  will  fend  the  P  eft  Hence  among  you;  and  ye  Jhall 
be  delivered  into  the  Hand  of  the  Enemy.     Thus 
muft  thofe  who  had  finned  together  fall  toge- 
ther 5   and  having  firft  increafed  one  another's 
Guilt,   muft  next  increafe  one  another's  Fear, 
and  Shame,  and  Mifery. 
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I  might  turn  you  farther  to  the  xxviiith 
Chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  where  you  have  the 
Bleffings  of  Obedience,  and  the  Curfes  of  Dif- 
obedience  fet  over  againfl  each  other :  If  thou 
wilt  hearken  diligently  to  the  Voice  of  the  L  o  r  d 
thy  God,  to  obferve  and  do  all  his  Command- 
ments which  I  command  -thee  this  Day,  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  fet  thee  on  high  above  all 
Nations  of  the  Earthy  and  all  thefe  Bleffings 
Jhatt  come  upon  thee  $  bleffed  fhalt  thou  be  in  the 
City,  and  bleffed  fhalt  thou  be-  in  the  Field ;  blef- 
fed jhall  be  the  Fruit  of  thy  Body,  and  the  Fruit 
of  thy  Ground,  and  the  Fruit  of  thy  Cattle  5  blef- 
fed fh  all  be  thy  Bajket,  and  thy  Store -y  bleffed 
fhalt  thou  be  when  thou  comefi  in,  and  bleffed 
fhalt  thou  be  when  thou  goeft  out.  Sec. 
Ver.  1  f9      gut;  fo  jfopji  CQme  tQ  <pafs^  ff  f]J0U  wHf; 

whole  Ch.  not  hearken  unto  the  Voice  of  the 
LoRD/i/j/GoD,  to  obferve  to  do  all 
his  Commandments  and  Statutes  which  I  command 
thee  this  Day,  then  all  thefe  Curfes  jhall  come  up- 
on thee,  and  overtake  thee  3  cur  fed  fhalt  thou  be 
in  the  City,  and  cur  fed  fj  alt  thou  be  in  the  Field -y 
cur  fed  jhall  be  thy  Bajket,  and  thy  Store ;  cur  fed 
jhall  be  the  Fruit  of  thy  Body,  and  the  Fruit  of 
thy  Land,  the  Increafe  of  thy  Kine,  and  the  Flocks 
of  thy  Sheep  >  cur  fed  fhalt  thou  be  when  thou  com- 
eft  in,  and  cur  fid  fhalt  thou  be  when  thou  goeft 
out,  &c. 

And  though  temporal  Bleffings,  as  the  Re- 
ward of  Piety  and  Virtue,  were  chiefly  pro- 
mis'd  under  the  Old  Teftament,  yet  the  New 
one  is  not  wholly  filent  udoii  this  Head,  there 
you  ar~  diie£fc:d  to  jeek  firft  the 
Man.  vi.  Kingdom  of  God,  and  if  is  Righteoufi 
13b?  nefs,    and  afllired  that  fo  doing,  all 

other  Things  jhall  be  added  >   again  it 

is 


Rora.  viii.' 
31- 

i  Cor. 

21. 

iiu 

i  Tim 
8. 

.iV. 

( *' ) 

is  demanded  by  the  Apoftle,  ifGojy 
be  for  Us,  who  can  be  againft  Us  ?  We 
are  likewife  aflur'd,  that  if  we  belong 
to  God,  all  things  are  Ours  5  and 
told  by  the  fame  Apoftle,  that  God- 
linefs  is  profitable  to  all  'things  -y  ha- 
<ving  the  Promife  of  the  Life  that  now 
is,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

And  God,  who  is  ever  faithful  to  his 
Word  and  Covenant,  has  plainly  in  the  courfe 
of  his  Providence,  either  granted  or  fufpended 
his  Favour,  either  increas'd  and  built  up,  or  bro- 
ken down  and  deftroy'd,  Nations  and  Commu- 
nities, according  as  they  have  been  virtuous 
or  vicious,  pious  or  profane.  TheHiftojyof 
the  Jewifh  Common- wealth,  contain'd  in  the 
two  Books  of  Kings,  is  a  very  great  Confir- 
mation of  this  >  it  begins  at  the  Clofe  of  Da- 
vid's Reign,  and  goes  down  to  the  Babjlcnijb 
Captivity,  which  was  the  fpace  of  above  four 
hundred  Years,  in  all  which  Time  they  were 
a  happy  or  an  unhappy  People,  as  they  were 
holy  or  unholy  5  when  they  obeyed  the  Voice 
of  the  Lord,  and  kept  clofe  to  him  in  the  way 
of  their  Duty,  he  blefs'd  and  profper'd  them  -y 
and  when  they  departed  from  him  and  weredif- 
obedient,  he  made  them  feel  the  Smart  of  his 
Rod  ;  this  therefore  may  be  confidered  as  an 
hiftorical  Confirmation  of  this  Truth,  that 
Piety  and  Virtue  will  preferve  a  Nation,  fnd 
Impiety  and  Vice  will  ruin  and  deftroy  it. 

But  if  it  fhould  be  faid,  fuppofe  a  Nation 
to  be  generally  impious  and  corrupt,  and  there 
be  but  a  few  only  whofe  Hearts  tremble  at  G  o  d's 
Word,  and  who  take  upon  them  to  become 
humble  Interceflbrs  for  their  unhappy  Country, 
what  may  be  expected  in  that  Cafe  ?  I  anfwer 
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with  Eliphaz  in  my  Text,  God  Tor  their  fakes 
will  probably  preferve  and  deliver  the  guilty  : 
He  would  have  fpared  all  the  Inhabitants  of  So- 
dom,  had  ten  righteous  Perfons  been  found  there  * 
and  as  it  was,  God  went  on  granting,  till  Abra- 
ham left  off  afking  -y  nay  if  there  fhould  be 
none  righteous,  yet  if  God's  Word  or  Pro- 
vidence makes  a  finful  People  penitent,  then 
their  Repentance,  which  is  initial  Piety,  fhall 
be  accepted  *  thus  Nineveh  that  great  City  was 
fpared,  though  their  DeftrudHon  was  pofitive- 
ly  threatned,  and  the  Time  of  it  fixed  by  the 
Word  of  God  :  Nay  in  theinftanceof  Ahaby 
we  find  that  even  external  Humiliation  may  pro- 
curer Sufpenfion  of  Judgment  5  if  it  be  fincere 
Repentance,  God  will  revoke  the  Sentence  of 
Wrath,  and  if  it  be  but  external,  yet  forafmuch 
as  it  gives  fome  Glory  to  God,  he  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  fufpend  the  Execution  of  his  Sen- 
tence, and  grant  a  Reprieve  5  this  is  fo  much 
the  more  remarkable,  as  Ahab  is  faid  to  have 
fold  him f elf  to  work  Wickednefs,  and  to 
1  Kings  joave  ^Qne  v  abominably.  God  will 
26%  ? '  never  have  it  faid  that  he  is  unmerci- 
ful, he  is  more  ready  tofhew  Mercy 
than  Sinners  are  to  afk  it  5  Judgment  was  always 
his  ftrange  Work,  and  every  Age  of  the  World 
has  Reafonto  fay  with  his  People  of  old,  Who 
is  a  God  like  unto  thee^  that  pardoneth  Iniquity 
thai  pajjeth  by  the  TranfgreJJion  of  the  Remnant 
of  thy  Heritage  ,  who  retaineft  not  thine  Anger 
for ever ,  becaufe  thou  delight  eft  in  Mercy?  Mich, 
vii.   18. 

The  Application  of  this  Subject  now  follows. 

1.  It  appears  from  hence,  that  Wickednefs 
and  wicked 'Men,  are  the  Mifchief  and  Mifery 
of  a  Nation. 
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Sin  is  the  black  Fountain,    from  whence 
proceed  the  many  Streams  of  publick  and  na- 
tional Mifery,    and  Sinners  the  cruel  Hands 
which  draw  down  Confufion  and  Mifchief  on 
themfelves  and  others.     God    for  this  Caufe 
gave  Jacob  to  the  Spoil,  and  Ifrael  to  the  Rob- 
bers, made  the  Heaven  as  Brafs,  and  the  Earth 
as  Iron,  delivered  their  Sons  to  the  Sword,  and 
their  Daughters  to  Captivity  ^  hence  comes  the 
Curfe  of  G  o  d  and  Deftru&ion  upon  a  Nation, 
the  lofs  of  all  that  is  Good,  and  the  too  juft 
fear  of  all  that  is  Evil  >  hence  are  the  Defla- 
tions that  are  made  in  the  Earth,  the  Cries  of 
the  Opprefs'd,  and  the  Groans  of  theMiferable* 
rampant  and  uncontrouled  Lufts,   the  Blafphe- 
my,  Lewdnefs  and  Debauchery,    which  revel 
in  the  Streets  and  Markets,  and  fpread  through 
the  feveral  Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men,  thefeblaft 
the  Reputation  of  a  Nation,   ftrike  down  her 
Credit  and  Power,   devour  her  Wealth,   flop 
up  the  Channels  of  Trade,  involve  all   things 
in  Confufion,  and  give  her  over  to  Oppreffion 
and  Mifery  -,  they  are  the  Men  who  ruin  their 
Country,  That  draw  Iniquity  with  the  Cords  of 
Vanity ',  and  Sin  as  it  were  with  a  Cart  Rope  $ 
the  common  Swearers  and  Drunkards,  lewd, 
unclean,  malicious,  falfe  and  lying  People,   are 
a  common  Nufance,  and  the  publick  Mifchief 
of  a  Nation  :  And  when  we  hear  of  the  dark 
Aflemblies  of  the  wicked,  where  they  tempt 
one  another  to  Evil,  and  ftrengthen  themfelves 
in  Iniquity,  whither  heedlefs  Youth  are  enticed, 
and  Perfons  of  good  Education,  who  till  then 
perhaps  were  virtuous  and  fober,  and  as  to  the 
groflerA&s  of  Sin,  at  leaft  unftain'd,  where  Im- 
morality is  encouraged  upon  Principles  of  Infi- 
delity, and  People  are  taught  to  deride  things 
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fccrcd,  that  they  may  fin  without  a  trembling 
and  mifgiving  Heart  y  where  every  fenfual  Ap- 
petite is  indulged,  and  all  things  rational  and 
virtuous  are  drown'd  in  Mufick  and  Liquor  $ 
outragious  Laughter  and  unmanly  Mirth  -y  where 
the  Night  is  confum'd  in  Deeds  more  dark  than 
it  felf,  and  the  Day  breaks  upon  them  without 
Shame  ♦,  when  the  Iniquity  perpetrated  in  fuch 
Places,  is  carried  out  from  thence  into  all  Quar- 
ters, fpreading  like  a  Deluge,  and  feebly  if  at 
all  oppos'd,  you  prefently  perceive  what  are  the 
Things,  and  who  are  the  People  that  defile  and 
threaten  the  Land. 

2.  The  great  Abfurdity  of  reproaching  and 
injuring  righteous  People. 

These,  tho'  by  Inclination  and  Principle 
ufeful  and  peaceable,  are  yet  often  ill  ufed  by 
the  wicked :  They  who  will  live  godly  /^Christ 
Jesus  muft  fuffer  Perfecution  >  if  by  the  Fa- 
vour of  G  o  d  they  efcape  the  ungodly  Deeds, 
yet  they  feldom  come  off  without  the  hard 
Speeches  of  the  prophane  and  profligate,  a- 
mong  whom  they  dwell:  Puritan  was  former- 
ly a  Term  of  Reproach,  and  now,  I  fear,  Saint 
is  a  Name  given  by  fome  in  a  way  of  Derifion, 
as  if  it  were  not  enough  that  People  are  wick- 
ed themielves,  but  they  wrill  not  endure  any 
fhould  be,  at  lead,  that  they  fhould  be  fuppofed 
and  thought  to  be  otherwise  :  But  is  it  indeed 
an  Accomplishment  to  banter  and  reproach  vir- 
tuous Men  ?  Is  this  all  that  the  Wit  of  fine 
Gentlemen  ferves  for  ?  Where,  I  wonder,  is  the 
Senfe  of  having  a  Fling  at  Piety,  and  vilifying 
Men  that  fear  God  ?  Whtit  occafion  have  they 
given  for  abufive  Language,  and  impious  Treat- 
ment ?  Who  are  ufeful  Members  of  Society, 
if  not  Men  of  Godlinefs  and  Honefty  ?  Who 
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may  be  relied  on,  if  not  fuch  as  are  virtuous  on 
Principle  ?  Who  are  likely  to  be  good  Friends 
and  Neighbours,  if  not  they  that  exercife  them- 
felves  to  keep  a  Confcience  void  of  Offence? 
And  if  it  be  true  that  God  often  fpares  a  Na- 
tion for  the  fake  of  a  few  good  People  in  it,  to 
injure  fuch  is  a  great  Abfurdity  ;  it  is  as  if  Men 
lhould  deftroy  their  own  Foundations,  and  dig 
away  the  Ground  on  which  they  fhould  (land. 
But  it  was  long  ago  obferved,  that 
the  Upright  in  the  Way  is  an  Abomi-  FvovxX1^ 
nation  to  the  Wicked,  and,  As  he  that  Gai.iv.20. 
'was  horn  after  the  Flejh  perfecuted 
him  that  was  born  after  the  Spirit t,  even  fo  it  is 
now.  This,  however,  fhould  neither  provoke 
nor  difcourage  good  People  >  a  confcious  Inte- 
grity, and  the  Honour  to  have  Power  with 
God,  will  carry  fuch  thro'  any  Oppofition, 
and  ever  fo  much  Reproach  y  what  is  the  wry 
Mouth  of  the  Scorner,  where  there  is  the  Fa- 
vour of  God,  and  the  Smiles  of 
his  Countenance  ?  Let  them  curfe,  PgaI-  C1X* 
fays  he,  but  blefs  thou :  No  matter  for 
the  Reproaches  of  Men,  if  there  be  but  Ac- 
ceptance with  God.  This  can  be  no  real  Hurt 
to  the  Righteous,  and  is  one  of  the  many  Ab- 
furdities  in  the  Behaviour  of  the  Wicked  y  and 
fhews  the  great  Propriety  of  Sacred  Writ, 
where  Fool  and  Sinner  are  but  different  Names 
for  the  fame  Perfon. 

3 .  What  a  Motive  and  Encouragement  is 
this  to  Piety  and  Virtue  ? 

Real  Goodnefs  is  not  only  a  perfbnal  Ad- 
vantage, but  a  publick  and  national  Bleffing  > 
it  is  a  natural  and  the  inftituted  Means  of  Pre- 
fervation  and  Deliverance:  This,  were  it  but 
general,  would  fecure  to  us  the  Favour  of  God, 
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make  us  ftrong  as  a  fenced  City,  and  terrible  as 

.       an  Army  with  Banners:  We  need  not 

a^  XC1%      t3i  en  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  Night, 

mr  for  the  Arrow  that  flieth  by  Day  ; 

nor  for  the  Pefiilence  that  walketh  in  Darknefs, 

nor  for  the  Deftruffion  that  wafteth  at  Noon-day. 

n  This  would  make  our  Sons  as  Plants 

I2__    lv*    grown  up  in  their  Touth  ;    and  our 

Daughters  as  Corner-fiones  polifhed  af- 
ter the  fimilitude  of  a  Palace  J%  our  Garners  fully 
affording  all  manner  of  Store  ,   and  our  Sheep  to 
bring  forth  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands   in    our 
Streets  \  our  Oxen  ftrong  to  labour >  and  that  there 
be  no  breaking  in,  nor  going  out,  nor  complaining  in 
cur  Streets*     Befides  that  good  People  are  the 
bed  and  mod  ufeful  Members  of  Society,  on 
account  of  their   Uprightnefs  and   Honefty; 
their  Induftry  and  Diligence;    their  Frugality 
and  Temperance;  their ftudying  to  be  quiet,  and 
to  do  their  own  Bttfinefs  3  and  if  it  be  pojjiblc,  and 
as  much  as  lies  in  them,  to  live  peaceably  with  all 
Men  ,    they  are  likewife  a  People  who   give 
themfelvcs  unto  Prayer,    who  cry  unto  God 
Day  and  Night  for  their  Native  Country,  and 
give  him  no  reft  till  he  eftablijl)  it,  and  make  it  a 
Joy,   and  a  Praife  in  the  Earth.     They  are  a 
real  BlefTing  to  the  Age  and  Place  where  they 
live  y  ill  People  owe  their  Prefcrvation  to  them, 
and  the  Community  is  obliged  to  them  in  no 
final!  Meafure  for  their  Profperity  and  Succefs ; 
if  Mercy  be  procured  it  is  very  much  through 
their  Means;    if  a  Storm  arifes,  they  are  moft 
likely  to  fcatter  and  difperfe  it>  and  when  God 
has  a  Controverfy  with  the  Land,  they  muft  be 
initrumcntal  to  make  it  up  :  The  great  Honour 
which  God  puts  upon  good  People,  appears 
\  from 
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from  the  many  Inftances  upon  Record  of  the 
Virtue  and  Power  of  Prayer,  every  one  of 
which  encourages  them  to  believe  this,  and  ob- 
liges them  to  continue  inftant  in  it  5  YOU,  Sirs, 
who  fear  the  Name  of  God,  are  the  People 
to  whom  he  looks,  and  from  whom  heexpe&s 
to  hear  continually:  Your  Religion  obliges  you 
to  honour  God,  to  be  charitable  and  ufeful  to 
Men,  and  to  put  on  Bowels  of  Companion  to 
your  bleeding  Country  5  you  know  there  are 
many  Abominations  committed  in  the  Land, 
fee  you  to  it  that  there  be  fome  holy  Perfume 
afcending  up  unto  Heaven  from  every  Quarter  5 
there  are  Oaths  and  Curfes  uttered  in  every 
Place,  enough  to  infe6t  the  Air,  as  well  as  pro- 
voke the  Anger  of  God  -y  let  there  be  alfo  Pray- 
ers, Supplications,  and  Interceflions  offered  up 
at  the  fame  time,  to  enter  into  the  Ears  of  the 
Lord  of  Sabbaoth  :  Te  are  the  Salt  of  the 
Earth  ^  and  the  Light  of  the  World  ,  God 
would  make  quick  Work  with  Sinners,  were 
it  not  for  the  Remnant  of  the  Righteous,  who 
dwell  among  them:  As  they  dishonour  God, 
you  fhould  honour  him  5  as  they  blafpheme, 
you  fhould  pray  >  as  they  maintain  the  Devil's 
Intereft,  you  fhould  aflert  and  vindicate  God's  5 
and  the  more  is  done  by  fuch  to  drawdown  the 
Wrath  of  God,  fo  much  the  more  fhould  be 
done  by  you,  to  reftrain  that  Wrath,  and  to 
draw  down  his  Pity  and  Mercy:  This  you 
fhould  do,  becaufe  God  has  a  manifest  Regard 
to  your  fincere  Piety,  and  humble  inceflant 
Prayer  y  his  Eye  is  upon  you,  and  his  Hand 
works  for  you ,  by  this  means  you  deliver  your 
own  Souls,  give  the  warmeft  Evidence  of  your 
Zeal  for  God,  and  the  fincereft  Proof  of  your 
D  z  Companion 
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Companion  to  the  Bodies  and  Souk  of  Men  5 
moreover,  your  Inftrumentality  in  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  others,  may  be  improved  as  a  Pledge  of 

Jrour  own  future  eternal  Salvation.  And  final- 
y,  now  only  is  the  Time,  and  this  World  on- 
ly is  the  Place,  in  which  you  can  deliver  o- 
thers>  hereafter  in  the  Great  Day  your  Purity 
and  Innocence  will  avail  for  your  felves  only  \ 
then  no  Man,  however  good,  or  Number  of 
Men,  however  pure,  can  redeem  their  Neigh- 
bours, or  their  Brethren,  or  give  to  God  a 
Ranfom  for  them. 

I  conclude  with  obferving, 

4.  T  h  e  Reafon  and  Ufefulnefs  of  thefe  So- 
cieties. 

If  Religion  and  Virtue  be  the  Safety  and 
Glory  of  a  Nation,  and  Irreligion  and  Vice  its 
Reproach  and  Mifery  y  then  doubtlefs  whatever 
is  a  proper  Means  of  promoting  the  one,  and 
of  difcouraging  and  fupprefling  the  other,  ought 
to  be  attempted  and  purfued.  That  These 
Societies  are  a  proper  Means  of  doing  this, 
may  appear  to  any  conflderate  Perfon  :  The 
End  they  propofe  is  the  Honour  of  God,  the 
Safety  and  Happinefs  of  the  Nation,  and  the 
Reformation  of  vile  and  fcandalous  Sinners  5 
the  Means  they  ufe,  is,  the  regular  Execution 
of  thofe  Laws  the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation  has 
deliberately  enacted  5  and  the  Motives  by  which 
they  are  urged  to  this  pious  and  charitable 
Work,  they  can  appeal  to  all  Men,  are  not 
worldly  and  fecular  i\dvantage,  much  lefs  pri- 
vate Revenge,  or  a  bufy  intermeddling  with  o- 
ther  Peoples  Matters  •>  but  a  Zeal  for  God  and 
Goodnefs,  a  Hatred  of  Sin  and  Wickednefs,  a 
Deilre  or  Publick  Order,  and  a  Dread  of  na- 
tional 
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tional  Confufion,  and  common  Calamity,'  the 
natural  and  unavoidable  Confequence  of  abound* 
ing  Impiety,    and  unreftrained  Vice:    Lower 
Views  than  thefe,  would  not,  I  think,  fupport  and 
encourage  their  Undertakings hich  I  am  forry  to 
fay  is  attended  with  great  Oppofitioa  andDifficul- 
ty,  and  in  many   Inftances  with  no  fmall  Hazard 
and  Danger :  And  whofoever  confiders  the  Poli- 
cy and  Power  of  the   Patrons  of  Vice  5  what 
dear  Things  finful  Gratifications  are  to  wicked 
Men  *  how  mutually  the  Profane  and  Profligate 
would  combine  together,  to  make  a  Stand  againft 
Reformation,  and  by  all  the  Arts  of  Contrivance 
andPower  of  Gold,defend  their  infamousLiberty, 
and  defeat  this  good  Defign,  will  fee,  that  it  be- 
came necefTary  for  the  Friends  of  Religion  and 
Virtue  to  aflbciate,   and  form   themfelves  into 
regular  Bodies,  in  order  to  Strengthen  each  o- 
thers  Hands,   fuftain  the  Deriflon  and  Fury  of 
their  Enemies,  and  fecure  the  Succefs  of  their 
Undertaking  :  And  now,  Gentlemen  of  thefe 
Societies,  I  take  leave  to  congratulate  with  you 
upon  the  Succefs  you  have  met  with  in  this 
Work  >  and  that  having  obtain'd  help  of  G  o  d 
you  continue  to  combat  with  bold  and  daring 
Sin  -,  you  know  the  World  too  well,  to  fuppofe 
yours  fhould  be  an  eafieUndertaking  -y  you  muft 
not  wonder  that  the  prophane  and  licentious 
Multitude  are  againft  you  to  a  Man,  they  who 
are  fo  ignorant  and  hardned  as  to  call  Evil Goody 
and  Good  Evil ;  to  put  Darknefs  for  Light,  and 
Light  for  Darknefs  3  who  call  it  good  Breeding 
to    Swear,  good  Fellowship  to  be  Drunk,  and 
Gallantry  to  be  Lewd  and  Unclean,   they,  no 
doubt,   will  endeavour  to  defame   you,  mifre- 
prefcnt  your  A&ions,  fpeak  all  manner  of  Evil 
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of  you  falfely,  and  if  it  fhould  be  in  their  Pow- 
er, infult  and  abufe  your  Perfons  j  normuftyou 
be  difcouraged  if  you  are  not  always  fupported, 
where  you  might  reafonably   expert  Support  j 
it  is  to  be  feared  you  will   find,    in  fome  who 
ihould  be  your  Friends,   a  culpable  Indolence, 
and  in  others  a  cold  Neutrality  *  but  ftill  you 
muft  go  on  with  your  pious  Defign  5  the  Laws 
of  God  and  your  Country  are  with  you  5  you 
began  under  the  aufpicious  Influence  of  the 
beft  of  Qu  e  e  n  s,  and  you  are  now  encouraged 
by  our  prefent  gracious  Kingj  Magiftrates  in 
exalted  Stations  have  own'd  your  Caufe,  and  done 
you  the  Honour  to  Countenance  your  prudent, 
juft  and  legal  Prolecutions  *  you  have  the  Pray- 
ers of  all  good  Men  for  you,  and  the   Confci- 
ences  even  of  the   wicked  are   on  your   fide  : 
Fear  not  therefore  to  challenge  the  boldeft  Sin- 
ner, inform  againft  thofe  who  defy  the  Laws 
of  God  and  Men,  fcorning  the  unjuft   Re- 
proach  of   the   Scornful,    let  the  Mercies  of 
G  o  p  to  your  Country,  excite  you  to  exprefs 
your  Thankfulnefs  to  him,  by  attempting  a  far- 
ther Reformation  of  Manners  -y   and  the  Judg- 
ments of  God,  which  are  gone  forth  into  the 
Earth,  quicken  your  Zeal  5  the  continuance  of 
the  Plague  in  a   neighbouring  Nation,   and  its 
being  hitherto  reftrain'd  from  this,  is   a  double 
Motive  to  you,  to  profecute  daring  Impiety,  to 
purfue  and  fearch  out  fecret  Wickednefs,    and 
make  thofe  vile,  lewd,  diforderly  Creatures  afraid 
of  Punifhment,  who  can't  be  made  afham'd  of 
Sin  :  And  give  me  leave  to  add,  while  you  re- 
prove and  chaftife  others,  take,  I   befeech  you, 
the  greateft  heed  to  your  felves  j    be  fure  that 
you  be  Men  of  clean  Hands  and  a  pure  Heart  $ 
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Piety,  Prudence,  Integrity  and  Circumfpe&ion 
cannot  be  too  much  inculcated  upon  you,  ma* 
ny  Eyes  watch,   and  wifh  for  your  halting,  & 
Miftake  on  your  part,  will  be  magnified  into  & 
high   Crime,  and  any  Mifcarriage  among  you 
exceedingly  diflerve  the  Caufe  you  profefs  to 
efpoufe  ,  it  has  been  your  Honour  to  apprbvfc 
your  Virtue  in  the  fight  of  Men,  and  that  your 
Enemies  have  not  been  able  to  convince  you  of 
the  Sins  they  were  glad  to  lay  to  your  Charge  j 
neverthelefs,  fuch  as  you  and  I  mould  take  it 
well,  to  be  reminded  of  fuch  a  warm  Expofttt* 
lation  as  that  of  the  Apoftle :   Thou  that  teach* 
eft  another •,  t  cache  ft  thou  not  thy  felf  ?  Thou  that 
preacheft  a  Man  Jhould  not  fteal^  doft  thoufteal  ? 
Thou  that  fay  eft  a  Man  Jhould  not  com- 
mit Adultery^  doft  thou  commit  Aduh     ^om.  M* 
tery  ?  Thou  that  abhor  reft  Idols  ^   doft     2*    2* 
thou  commit    Sacrilege  ?   Thou   that 
makeft  thy  boafi  of  the  Lazv,   through  breaking 
the  Law,  difhonoureft  thou  God  ?  This  would  be 
highly  unfui table  to  your  Defign,  unworthy  your 
Charafter,  and  very  abfurd.  He  will  be  an  impro- 
per Perfon  to  pluck  a  Mote  out  of  his  Brother's 
Eye,    who  ,has  a  Beam  in  his  own  :    We  all 
know  the  mighty  Force  and  Power  of  Example, 
and   therefore  nothing  is  more  to  be  wifh'd, 
than  that  Magiftrates,  Minifters,  and  the  Re- 
formers of  others,  fhould  be  themfelves  ftri&ly 
virtuous,    and  exemplarily  good  :  Only  let  your 
own  Converfation  be  fuch  as  becomes  the   Gofpel 
of  Christj  your  Endeavour  to  reform  others, 
proceed  from  an  apparent  Defire  of  their  pre- 
lent  and  future  Welfare,  your  Informations  a- 
gainft  their  Crimes  prudent  and  juft,  and   your 
Profecutions  timely  and  impartial 5  and  God 

will 


(  *4  ) 

will  blefs  you,  and  it  is  to  be  hop'd  you  will 
be  fupported  and  affifted  by  the  Advice  of  fome, 
the  Power  and  Authority  of  others,  the  Purfes 
of  many,  and  the  Prayers  of  all  Men,  who 
tender  the  Honour  of  God  Almighty,  and 
fincerely  wifhthe  Safety  and  Happinefs  of  the 
King  and  Kingdom. 


FINIS* 


